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SUBJECT:

UPDATE ON DOMINGUEZ CHANNEL ODOR INCIDENT (CITY COUNCIL)

I. SUMMARY

This item transmits an informational update to the City Council and the Carson community
on the status of the Dominguez Channel Odor Incident.

Conditions have continued to improve with respect to the Dominguez Channel (the
“Channel”). Los Angeles County Public Works is anticipated to provide an update at the
February 1, 2022, City Council meeting regarding the Dominguez Channel improvements
in the City of Carson. It is anticipated that the long-term planning vision will be presented at
the second meeting in February.

The City will continue to advocate for the interests of Carson residents with respect to the
restoration of the Channel. While the Channel is owned by the Army Corps of Engineers
and maintained by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, the City will
continue to work with our government partners and elected officials to help ensure the
crisis associated with the Channel does not occur again.

The County’s efforts of adding aeration into the Channel did increase the dissolved oxygen
in the Channel to aerobic conditions, and the hotel program ended on November 26. Air
quality testing shows continuing improvement as well. Significant rainfall during December
and January has also contributed to the improved water quality. However, further testing is
recommended to confirm the effectiveness and the ongoing amelioration of the conditions.
The County Public Health has not yet called an end to the nuisance/emergency.

II. RECOMMENDATION

RECEIVE and FILE this informational update.
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III. ALTERNATIVES

TAKE another action the City Council deems appropriate and that is consistent with
applicable laws.

IV. BACKGROUND

On October 25, 2021, the City Council ratified the proclamation of a local emergency
related to the Dominguez Channel Odor pursuant to Resolution No. 21-147. On December
7, 2021, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 21-168 continuing in effect the
proclaimed local emergency pursuant to Resolution No. 21-147 and that was continued by
Resolution 21-157. A resolution will be introduced at the February 1, 2022 City Council
meeting for the City Council to consider continuing the emergency declaration.

V. FISCAL IMPACT

There are no direct fiscal impacts associated with this staff report as it is intended for
information only. The City will continue to advocate for funding that could contribute to the
long-term restoration and improvement of the Channel for the benefit of Carson residents.

VI. EXHIBITS

None.

Prepared by: Eliza Jane Whitman, PE, LEED AP< ENV SP, Director of Public Works
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