
Cal. Health & Safety Code § 25501 (Definitions) 
… 
(n)(1) “Hazardous material” means a material listed in paragraph (2) that, because of its 
quantity, concentration, or physical or chemical characteristics, poses a significant 
present or potential hazard to human health and safety or to the environment if released 
into the workplace or the environment, or a material specified in an ordinance adopted 
pursuant to paragraph (3). 
(2) Hazardous materials include all of the following:
(A) A substance or product for which the manufacturer or producer is required to prepare
a material safety data sheet pursuant to the Hazardous Substances Information and
Training Act (Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section 6360) of Part 1 of Division 5 of the
Labor Code) or pursuant to any applicable federal law or regulation.
(B) A substance listed as a radioactive material in Appendix B of Part 30 (commencing
with Section 30.1) of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as maintained and
updated by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
(C) A substance listed pursuant to Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
(D) A substance listed in Section 339 of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations.
(E) A material listed as a hazardous waste, as defined by Sections 25115, 25117, and
25316.
(3) The governing body of a unified program agency may adopt an ordinance that
provides that, within the jurisdiction of the unified program agency, a material not listed in
paragraph (2) is a hazardous material for purposes of this article if a handler has a
reasonable basis for believing that the material would be injurious to the health and safety
of persons or harmful to the environment if released into the workplace or the
environment, and requests the governing body of the unified program agency to adopt
that ordinance, or if the governing body of the unified program agency has a reasonable
basis for believing that the material would be injurious to the health and safety of persons
or harmful to the environment if released into the workplace or the environment. The
handler or the unified program agency shall notify the secretary no later than 30 days
after the date an ordinance is adopted pursuant to this paragraph.
…
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