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October 1, 2020 
 
 

UPLOADED VIA PLANET BIDS AND HAND-DELIVERED  
 

City Clerk’s Office 
CITY OF CARSON 
701 East Carson Street  
Carson, California 90745 
 

RE: Response to RFQ #20-023 Professional State Legislative Services 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Thank you for giving our firms, Legislative Advocacy Group (“LAG”) and California 
Advocacy LLC the opportunity to respond to the Request for Qualification for Professional State 
Legislative Services (“RFQ”) for the City of Carson (“City”). 
 

1. STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS:  Legislative Advocacy Group and 
California Advocacy are full-service lobbyist firms registered with the California Secretary of 
State. As such, we have developed legislative advocacy practice with expertise representing 
private and public entities such as municipalities, healthcare providers, school districts, water 
districts, and regional and state agencies. We also have extensive expertise representing non-
profits and labor unions. With extensive experience and a strong network of contacts, our firms 
work closely with State elected officials and their staff, state agencies and the Governor’s office. 
We follow the State legislative and budgetary process to ensure our clients receive the necessary 
funding needed to start and complete projects. 

 
We have a history of working on various issues such as transportation, urban parks, 

rezoning, brownfields, education and health care. Our team understands the issues and works 
closely with clients to address your needs. Successful issues management requires a strategic 
approach that takes each client’s objectives and matches them with a realistic and unique action 
plan. Our team takes the time to develop a thorough understanding of your goals. 
 

The Legislative Advocacy team is led by Francisco Leal who has decades of experience 
representing California public agencies as both a practicing attorney and as a legislative 
advocate. California Advocacy LLC is led by Marvin Pineda who has extensive experience in 
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engaging in legislation and the budget process .  As lobbyists, Mr. Leal and Mr. Pineda have 
represented various cities, water and air quality agencies, school districts and healthcare 
providers, providing advice to clients on pending legislation that impacts public agencies, such 
as cannabis, redevelopment and post redevelopment, infrastructure, housing, pension reform, 
voting, gaming, Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts, zoning and transportation related 
matters. 

 
Additionally, Mr. Leal and Mr. Pineda are licensed attorneys. Mr. Leal currently serves 

as General Counsel for the Water Replenishment District of Southern California (WRD), Bassett 
Unified School District and as Special Counsel for various other agencies.  In his capacity as 
general and special counsel for his public agency clients, Mr. Leal provides unique insight into 
legislative/policy issues that impact public agencies. 

 
Mr. Leal and Mr. Pineda are supported by the attorneys and staff of Leal Trejo and 

California Advocacy LLC, including Ms. Shewmaker who serves as the policy analyst for LAG 
and Jhonny Pineda who is a legislative and regulatory advocate for California Advocacy LLC. 
Ms. Shewmaker brings a unique insight to her position as she has been an elected official for 15 
years, first serving as a school board member for the West Covina Unified School District and 
currently serving as a city councilmember for the City of West Covina. Jhonny Pineda  recently 
served as Mayor and Council Member for a local government for five years.  During his time as a local 
elected official, Jhonny served as  President for the Gateway Cities Council of Government and 
Independent Risk Management Authority.   Our collective experiences allow us to understand issues 
not only from a staff viewpoint, but also from the viewpoint of an elected official.   

 
2. COMPANY CERTIFICATION AND PERSONNEL VERIFICATION:  As the 

owner of Legislative Advocacy Group, Mr. Leal is authorized to contract on its behalf. You may 
contact him at: 

 
Name: H. Francisco Leal, Owner 
Address: 3767 Worsham Avenue  

         Long Beach, California 90808 
Telephone:  213.629.9100 
Email:  HFL@leal-law.com 
 

As a Partner for California Advocacy, Mr. Pineda is authorized to contract on its behalf. 
You may contact him at: 

 
 Name: Marvin Pineda, Partner 
 Address: 1107 9th St #420 
      Sacramento, CA 95814 
 Telephone: 916.869.3685 
 Email: Marvin@lobby-california.com  

http://www.leal-law.com/
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Leal Trejo, APC, of which Legislative Advocacy Group is a dba, is a corporation with 

good standing in the State of California. 

California Advocacy is a Limited Liability Corporation with good standing in the State of 

California. 

Should you have any questions, you can reach me at (213) 628-0808 or via e-mail at 

hfl@leal-law.com. 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY GROUP 

��-:& 
H. Francisco Leal

Lobbyist

Sincerely, 

,..._, 3 ,..._, 

CALIFORNIA ADVOCACY LLC 

Marvin Pineda 

Lobbyist 

www.leal-law.com 
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NUMBER 2 CONTINUED: 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF PERSONNEL TO BE ASSIGNED TO THE ENGAGEMENT 
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Marvin F. Pineda, Esq.  
Partner  
California Advocacy LLC 
 

Mr. Pineda is a 15-year veteran of California legislative and political 
matters. His ability to create positive results for his clients make him a 
leading lobbyist in California. Prior to establishing California 
Advocacy, he was a lobbyist for Capitol Strategies Group. While at 
Capitol Strategies Group, he was successful in securing over $750 
million in state technology contracts and public funds for his clients 

and produced positive legislative and regulatory results. He is known in 
Sacramento for his expertise in technology, waste, labor, local 

government, health, gambling, cannabis, and many other issues.  

If there is a problem that an entity faces, Mr. Pineda will figure out solutions that will 
translate into victories for his clients. In the past, Mr. Pineda also worked for the California 
Medical Association as a lobbyist and attorney. He also worked for the Assembly and Senate. 
While in law school, he was a law clerk for one of the leading insurance industries in California.  

Mr. Pineda is a graduate of the University of California, Riverside and University of 
California, Davis School of Law, King Hall. While at Law school, he received the Witkin Award 
(top grade in class) for Legislative Process and Public Benefits Law. Mr. Pineda first started 
working in politics as part of the California Latino Caucus Legislative Fellowship. Mr. Pineda is 
licensed by the California State Bar to practice law.  

Jhonny Pineda, MBA 
Legislative and Regulatory Advocate  
California Advocacy LLC 

 

Jhonny Pineda has served as council member and mayor for the City 
of Huntington Park. He was voted by his colleagues from 27 cities to 
serve as President of Gateway Cities Council of Governments and 
Independent Cities Risk Management Authority. He also serves as a 
member of the California Contract Cities Association.  

He has held positions in various industries, including Agriculture, 
Education, Sports, Automobiles, Banking, and our local, state, and federal 

government. Jhonny has worked in the California State Assembly, California State Senate, and 
U.S. House of Representatives. As a Legislative Aide for the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Jhonny helped hundreds of individuals with federal issues, including immigration, education, 
public safety, health care, access to affordable housing, and job security in underserved 
communities. Mr. Pineda has also served on the City of Huntington Park's PARC and Planning 
Commissions. His diverse background allows him to look at local policies from various 
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perspectives to decide upon the best solutions for his communities.  His most recent job was with 
the City of Los Angeles and joined California Advocacy to work on local government issues.  

Jhonny graduated from the University of Redlands with a Master’s in Business 
Management and a B.A. in Business Administration from California State University, San 
Bernardino.  

http://www.leal-law.com/


~ 9 ~ 
 
                    3767 Worsham Avenue, Long Beach, California 90808                          Telephone: 213.629.9100                       Facsimile: 213.628.0818                   www.leal-law.com 

 

NUMBER 3: 

COST PROPOSAL 
 

 
Submitted under separate cover. 
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NUMBER 5: 
 

MODIFICATION, CHANGES OR EXCEPTIONS TO THE CITY CONTRACT OF 
SERVICE AGREEMENT TEMPLATE 

 
EXHIBIT “B” SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

(Superseding Contract Boilerplate) 
 
No exceptions requested. 
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NUMBER 7: 
 

DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION CERTIFICATE 
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